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SUBMISSION FROM Scottish Canals 

Scottish Canals supports the proposed climate change targets in the bill.  There are 

however, a number of challenges to, and opportunities for, reducing our organisation’s 

carbon footprint both from the behavioural and action perspective. 

Challenges 

Renewable energy - Scottish Canals aspires to generate renewable energy on its estate for 

our own use and to provide power for canal-side community regeneration projects.  A 

significant barrier to progress has been the reduction in Feed-In-Tariff subsidies and the 

impact on payback periods that makes them uneconomic to introduce.  We consider that to 

reduce carbon emissions significantly in existing and new building stock, legislation and 

appropriate government funding should make it a requirement for a percentage of the 

energy used on these sites to be from a renewable source.  

Opportunities 

Scottish Canals would welcome the opportunity to use its regeneration projects in Glasgow, 

Falkirk, Inverness and Ardrishaig as exemplars for community scale renewable energy 

projects. We would also be keen to use our key visitor sites which attract over a million 

visits a year, The Falkirk Wheel and Kelpies, as demonstration sites for renewable energy 

technologies.  

Scottish Canals has created the opportunity for behaviour change to reduce transport 

emissions by upgrading its traffic free 220km path network, in partnership with 

Sustrans.  This now provides an important resource for low carbon pedestrian and bicycle 

travel to school and work. A strategic approach to creating safe and dedicated connecting 

cycling/walking routes to and from the canal towpath network, to local authority path 

networks could significantly increase the opportunities for public uptake of low carbon 

travel.  The introduction of a series of bicycle hubs, including electric bikes across the canal 

network, which crosses nine local authority areas, would support the further uptake of 

cycling.  An increase in the Treasury’s approved mileage rate above the current low level 

for employees cycling for work could also be considered to increase cycling activity and 

decrease car use. 

Reducing emissions through more intelligent use of water – Water Sensitive Urban Design, 

for example the North Glasgow Integrated Water Management System, leads to reduced 

construction needs and associated emissions, water treatment and pumping energy and 

chemical treatment demands. 

 


